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Curriculum Conversations: 
Planning for purpose and pedagogy
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Workshop Aims

 Explore the principles of good curriculum design in action

 Understand how to draw together ‘big ideas’ coherently across the 

curriculum and subjects 

 Share the experience of developing a community centred curriculum 

 Understand how to drawn upon the TfM pedagogy to create inclusive 

lessons across the curriculum

 Experience and reflect upon the impact of this in action 





The function of education is to teach one to 
think intensively and to think critically. 
Intelligence plus character – that is the 
goal of true education.”  

Martin Luther King
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Lawton, 1975

Certain aspects of our way of life, certain kinds of 
knowledge, certain attitudes and values are 
regarded as so important that their transmission 
to the next generation is not left to chance in our  
society but is entrusted to specially trained 
professionals (teachers) in elaborate and expensive 
institutions (schools)



What do you consider 
necessary for your 
children to learn?



Taba 1962 

It is necessary to know something about students’ 
cultural backgrounds, motivational patterns, and the 
content of their social learning, such as the particular 
meanings they bring to school, their particular 
approach to learning tasks, and the expectations they 
have of themselves and of others.’



How does your 
curriculum relate to the 
National Curriculum?





Wiliam 2013, infographic Oliver Caviglioli 11
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Wiliam 2011 

“A bad curriculum well taught is invariably a

better experience for students than a good

curriculum badly taught: pedagogy trumps

curriculum. Or more precisely, pedagogy is curriculum,

because what matters is how things are taught, rather

than what is taught.”



What does good 
pedagogy look like?



Teaching for 
Mastery 
Pedagogy 
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Fluency 

‘Fluent performance is based on an 
understanding of the routine which is 
being carried out; mechanical 
performance is a performance by 
rote in which the necessary 
understanding is not present.’ 

Cockcroft 1982
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Variation 
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Representation & Structure 
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‘Mathematical’ Thinking
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Coherence 
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…in practice
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What the concept is and is 
not, drawing out the key 

features and making 
connections with the 

different ‘sources’

Geography Big Idea: What are Natural Disasters?

Drawing on prior learning, 
ensuring that key knowledge 

is reactivated 

Working and learning 
collaboratively through talk 

and from each other, building 
upon each others’ thinking

Different representations of a 
concept of idea, ensuring that 

all can access the learning

Building upon small steps in 
learning and drawing 
together conclusions 



Taba 1962

The selection of content does not develop the 
techniques and skills for thinking, change 
patterns of attitudes and feelings, or  produce 
academic and social skills. These objectives only 
can be achieved by the way in which the learning 
experiences are  planned and conducted in the 
classroom
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Questions


